Understanding Occupancy Patterns in a Low-

Density Population of Gopher Tortoises
(DoD Legacy Program Project 14-762)
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Habitat and Management
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A Primarily Lakeland soil series

A Prescribed fire of ~40,000 ha/year
A Recovered RCW population
A Highest potential habitat (DoD lands)

Habitat Types
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High-quality Sandhills
Low-quality Sandhills
Non-forested (Test Ranges)
Pine Production

Other habitats




Test Ranges vs. Sandhill Sites
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A Fossorial
A Habitat for 300+ commensals
A Adult survivorship is key

_ Kelly Jones
A Construct/use multiple burrows




Status

A ESA candidate (Eastern Range)

A Eglin status i low-density and patchy

A Primary causes of decline
I Fire suppression
I Human consumption

A Currently, primary threats diminished on Eglin
I Signs of recruitment



